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Handbells Used: 5-6 (7) Octaves

5 octaves ~ omit notes in <   >
6 octaves ~ omit notes in {   }
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Handchimes Used: 4 Octaves  (opt. A2)
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Alternate Bells - 3 octaves ~Pitches Used

–# – –# –# – – –# –# – –# –#

–# –# – –# –# – –#

* Bass ostinato chimes in mm. 1-16 may be played with a half-damp technique, covering the 
bottom third of the open U-shaped tuning slot with one's finger(s).  Experiment until the right 
amount of pressure and coverage is reached to balance between a full, rich eighth note and a 
staccato note, which is too short. In the absence of chimes, bass chime notes in mm. 1-16 
should be played with soft mallets on handbells.

Cat. 20216
AGEHR Level V+

i

bUmPinG nOsEs was inspired by the "sad clown" traditionally known as Pierrot in circus lore. 
Most typically dressed in black and white, Pierrot is forever the clown with a glum outlook and a 
frown on his face (indicated by the opening motif), until he finds a friend!  

The title of the piece comes from "circus-speak." As with stage actors, clowns believe it to be BAD luck 
to wish someone "good luck." Rather than the theatrical "break a leg," clowns more often bid each 
other good fortune with the phrases "knock 'em dead" or, more endearingly, "bump a nose."  
So ... enjoy, and bump a nose !
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On tiptoe, with a sad face  q = 80
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* Please see Performance Note on p. i
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* Continue ringing chimes in the same manner as the beginning of the piece.  (5-octave choirs, mallet an A3 bell AND ring 
   the A3 chime in mm. 12 and 13.)  Lower bells should be played gently with soft mallets to achieve a muffled tone, yet one 
   which still produces accurate tone.  To aid in this, and for true circus fun later, the bass bells may be filled with VERY long, 
   brightly colored silk scarves, which may be pulled out later, either by the conductor or the ringers themselves.  
   Remember the last time you pulled a handkerchief from a clown's pocket?

10 .
.
˙
˙

.

.
œ
œ
œ
œ

‚ ‰ ‚ ‰ ‚ ‰ ‚ ‰

Ó Œ ‰ .
Rœ

.˙
Œ

11 w
wb

b

‚ ‰ ‚ ‰ ‚ ‰ ‚ ‰

wb

∑

P

π
P

12

‚ ‚ ë‚

‚
œ
.

‰
‚
œ

.

‰
‚
œ
.

‰
‚
œ
.

‰
‚

*

‚ Œ ‰ ë‚ ‚

∑

∑

2

Cat. 20216



&

?

&

&

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # # # #

Picc.

Bb Cl.

HB

13

‚ ‚ ‚ ‚ ‚ .‚ ‚

≈ r‚
‚
œ
.

‰ ‚œ

.

‰ ‚œ
.

‰ ‚œ
.

‰

∑

∑

p

P

14

·b

‚
œ
.

‰
‚
œ

.

‰
‚
œ
.

‰
‚
œ
.

‰
·n

Œ œb ¯ œ̄ œ̄

Œ œn ¯ œ̄ œ̄

15

∑

‚
œ
.

‰ ‚œ
œ
.

‰ ‚œ
œ
.

‰ ‚œ
œ
.

‰

Œ œb ¯ ˙

Œ œn ¯ ˙

&

?

&

&

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # # # #

Picc.

Bb Cl.

HB

F

F

P

16

.

.
˙
˙

œ
œwwwgg ‚ ‚ ‚ ‚

‚
œ
œ
.

‰ œ
œ
.ì

‰ œ
œ
.

‰ œ
œ
.

‰

∑

∑

17

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

ëœ
œ ‰ ‰ ≈

rœ
œ‚ ‚ ì‚

œ
œ
.

‰ œœ

.

‰ œœ
.

‰ œœ
.

‰
Œ ‰ ë‚ ‚ ‚

∑

∑

P

18
.
.
˙
˙#

# .
.
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
.

‰ œœ

.

‰ œœ
.

‰ œœ
.

‰
O

Œ œ# œ œ œ

∑

~~~~~~

3

Cat. 20216



&

?

&

&

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # # # #

22

22

22

22

Picc.

Bb Cl.

HB rit.

rit.

19
w
w

œ
œ
.

( ) ‰ œ
.

‰ œ
.

‰ œ
.

‰

w
rit.

∑

*

20

∑

O
O( )

∑

w
π

f

** Measures 22-28 are the ideal time for the "clown scarves" to be removed from low bass bells.  If necessary, slightly
      harder mallets may be required in measure 21 in order to achieve the proper dynamic level with the fabric still inside.

Presto  h»•§ (with a happy bounce)

Presto  h»•§ (with a happy bounce)

**

21

∑

Œ ëœ
.

‰ œ
.

‰ œ
.

‰

∑

∑

~ ~ ~

&

?

&

&

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # # # #

Picc.

Bb Cl.

HB

* In the absence of an A2 chime, a suspended A2 bell may be played with a soft mallet. Otherwise, an A3 chime is preferred.
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* If available, the alto line and inner melody in mm. 27-32 (scored with square noteheads) may be played on bells with a different 
   timbre and/or tuning (such as Petit & Fritsen bells) in order to achieve a slightly obnoxious, "out-of-tune" quality. 

** In the absence of an A2 chime, a suspended A2 bell may be played with a soft mallet in measures 29 and 31.
      Otherwise, the A2 note should simply be omitted.

**
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*  5-octave choirs should mallet-lift the G3 in mm. 39-41. Sustain as a half note in lieu of the G2.
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* When bass appears doubled in octaves in mm. 80-84, the mallet sign applies to the lowest note only. 
   The higher note(s) should be rung. (Five-octave choirs should mallet the enitre bass line in m. 84.) 
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* In the absence of an alternate bell set, omit the F#6 shakes in mm. 86 and 87.  Ring the eighth notes and shake only the F#7.
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